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The itinerant comrnunity
hailsfiom thc Marathwada re-
gion, and stays at any one pla-
ce for a year or two before mo-
ving on. A lew move after just
sixmonths.

The slum-dwellers are re-
sistant to the idea of receiving
an education. "We have never
seen what a school looks like."
says Surekha, replying in the
negative when asked if she
would like to go to school.

Reshma Chavan. all of 10

years old, is keen on studying
but already suspicious of go-

ing to school at her age.
Both Surekha and Reshma

say they are happy the way
things are and will likely end
up following in their mothers'

footsteps.
Sai Shinde, actingon a tea-

cher's advice, went directly to
Class VII at a school in Chand-
wad. "I went only for few days
and learnt to write my name.
but I would like to continue
studying," says Sai, brimming
with pride.

Extreme poverty has also
conu'ibuted heavily to this
mindset.

The elderly Anusaya Cha-
\ran says that the men would
beg for alms to make a living,
and when the boys grow up,
they accompany their fathers.
"The girls stay back rvith us (to
cook, clean and wash). S/ho
wi-ll send us to school? We
don't have enough money If

the government is educating
our children forfree we are re-
ady to send them. IJut no scho-
oI is close by So we want the te-
acherto come here," she said.

Meanwhile. Durga Cha-
van is ready to send her threc
children to class only ernd

this is a oommon refrair-r of
this community if teachers
are sent to their slum.

AII day every day, the child-
ren while a."r,ay the time play-
ing.

Every family has thtee
children or more and that. sa'
vs mother-of-three Chandi
Shinde. is anotirer reason flol
not pursuing education. "If
we hare (ust) one or two kids.
then our husbands are forced

to remilrrv bv tht,ir' Dirrr,rrts.
What will we do bv slurlving?"
she savs.

Nlcatttrltilt,. tlr,' \\l( i:
trt,ing to bling tlu'ur irrto tlrt'
rnainstream. Adrnissions ri iiI
bc'provided thr.ongh tho IliglrI
to Flducation (RTII) Act. a uro-
ve that would also sorvc'to nn-
ke up f<rr the wolryingly high
ntrmbcr of st'hotrJ rlt'r rpottls itt
the last three vears an eye'
popping 10,000.

NMC education depart-
ment's administrativo olficcr
Nitin Upasani says, "We have
asked for land in these areas
for constructing a school for
the slum-dwellers nearby But
this wilI take time some tinle.
(For the time being), wc rvill
send out'teachers thett rrtrcl

they can teach thr,' childlon
under a shed. The slrrrn-rlnol
lers have also asked lor lclr
chers tobe sent to th('ir slunr.'

He said that the cducation
dcpartment had dcnrrnrlrrl l(i
rooms fol schools irr rlill't'r'r'nl
places of tho citr: 'l'lrc NNI('.
which has i.r ltostcl lil ncrxlr,
students. is planning to arrot
her wht:re sttch chiklttn of
sttch Ittrtttadir' (rrl]llIill)ilir's
can be accornrnorllrtrrl.

For trr.r'"r,. educirtitilr is ttol ir
priority for thc conrnrrnitr:
which is happy moving tirrn
one place to anothert lx.gging.
[ ]nloss thc NN IC r': rtt ltltrrr rlr i:
school of thought. illiterao
rvi-ilcontinuc

No one here has ever been to school
SumitaSarkar
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Nashik: Twelve-year-old Su-
rekha tsabar has never been
anywhere near a school, and
neither have the other child-
ren in her slum. And if excep-
tion proves the nlle. there is
Sai Shinde. who has attended
Class VII for a few davs, and
can now write his name in I\{a-
rathi and English.

The entire Nathpanthi Go-
savi community; residing at
Tavli Phata in Panchavati di
vision. has never been to scho-
o1, a fact that came to light du-
ring a survey conducted on
out-of-school children by Nas-
hik Municipal Corporation
(NMC) teachers. They also le-
arnt that the members of the
community would not mind
getting their children educa-
ted, provided teachers come to
them.

TheNMC ismorethanwil-
ling to indulge them if it me-
ans education for all the child-
ren. The shrm houses around
25 families. The girls are mar-
ried off early and before that,
they are little more than baby-
sitters. The civic administra-
tion's education department,
with help from a few social ac-
tivists, is trying to convince
them of the importance of
education. The education de-
partment is even ready to send
teachers to the slum.

Ihe entire Nathpanthi Gosavi community, residing at Tavli Phata in Panchavati, has never been to school


